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Definition of INITIATIVE 1] Puke

1 : an introductory step <took the initiative in attempting to

settle the issue>

2 : energy or aptitude displayed in initiation of action :
ENTERPRISE <showed great initiative>

3 a: the right to initiate legislative action

b : a procedure enabling a specified number of voters by
petition to propose a law and secure its submission to the
electorate or to the legislature for approval — compare
REFERENDUM 1

— on one's own initiative
: at one's own discretion : independently of outside

influence or control

& See initiative defined for English-language learners »
See initiative defined for kids »
Examples of INITIATIVE

= If you want to meet her, you're going to have to take the
initiative and introduce yourself.

The company has the opportunity to seize the initiative by
getting its new products to the market before its

competitors.

= The governor has proposed a new initiative to improve
conditions in urban schools.

= ... on the day before their Club Med flight she took the
initiative of telephoning Franco from work, ostensibly to tell
him that she had really admired his new place ... —John
Barth, Atlantic, March 1995
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Origin of INITIATIVE

(see ‘INITIATE)
First Known Use: 1793

Related to INITIATIVE

Sunnnwvmec: artinn anareccivensces amhitinn drive nn

Corpars 0
Obtain Program Description

ﬁ’ Vanguard

Drive Safe:
In Praise of Flat Adverbs

L 02:00

If You Got Fired Or Laid 0ff, You
Could Return To School With A Grant,

See If You Qualify!

DEC 2011 -You're losing up to
$21,900 every year you don't go back
to schoaol. See how grants and
financial aid can help qualified

students return to school.
When Were You Born:

15964 v

See Degrees Now

NEW QUIZ »

L1TF)
S e
" "

STAY CONNECTED

"§ Join Us on FB & Twitter
Get the Word of the Day and More

Facebook | Twitter

Name That Thing
Qur Visual Vocab Quiz
Test Your Knowledge »

TOP 10 LISTS »

[ ‘ | "Defenestration," "Kerfuffle,"
g - » | & Other Greatest Hits
- +=* People's Top 10 Favorite Words

"A Kiss Is a Lovely Trick..."
(& Other Word Wisdom)
Top 10 Favorite Quotations About Wards

. | 4

TREND WATCH *

e

"Disburse"
When Europe unlocked frozen bailout
MONey ... more »

p’g%ﬁ‘cb

Buy A Gt Card e FREE FOOD!
s23= | FREE!

GIFT CARD

Combo Meal*




The Merriam-Webster
Unabridged Dictionary
el Cnline access toa
legendary resource
Log In or Sign Up »

Love to give

these top gifts.

hustle, enterprise

Crwey gy

[+]1 more

Learn More About INITIATIVE

© Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "initiative”
@ Spanish-English Dictionary: Translation of "initiative"
@ Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about "initiative"

Browse

* Next Word in the Dictionary: initiatory
* Previous Word in the Dictionary: initiation
* All Words Near: initiative

& Seen & Heard 9

What made you want to look up initiative? Please tell us where

you read or heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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Tina Penney - Works at Cafe World

I took up the initiative to look up initiative!

Reply - £95 - Like - April 3 at 8:56am

Evelyn Molina - Long Island City High School
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I am pushing my 27 year old son to add initiative to his fine qualities

by printing out the definition and posting it in our home.
Reply - 42 - Like - May 24 at 5:40am

Grace E. De Polonia - Works at Presidential Commission for the Urban

Poor

though I know the word, and fond of doing it...but when do we
exactly use or execute such initiative if the leadership is kinda
dictator?

Reply - Like - April 13 at 8:13pm
View 9 mare w
] Facebook sacial plugin
View Seen & Heard highlights from around the site »

E ke Merriam-Webster on Facebook

Learning English?

We can help.

Visit our free site designed
especially for learners and
teachers of English
LearnersDictionary.com »

roll over to find a store

SALE $14.99
reg. $30.

>
Home Phone +High Speed Internet
==
(=
Add a comment
Our Dictionary, Visit Our Store
On Your Devices P Mugs
+ T-Shirts
Mernam-Webster,
: el
With Veice Search + Baby & Toddler :;
Get the Free Apps! » + PetBowls e !
+ Toles T
+ & More

Pajamna Set for
Girls 4-168
SALE $13.50
reg. $30.00

(® Shop Kohls.com

00

Join Us

Home

Memam-Webster
on Twitter »

Help AboutUs
Privacy Policy Contact Us

© 2011 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

Shop Browser Tools

Bookstore: Digital and Print
Merriam-Webster references for Mobile,
Kindle, print, and more. See all »

Mernam-Webster
on Facebook »

Advertising Info

Other Merriam-Webster Dictionaries
Webster's Unabridged Dictionary »
WordCentral for Kids »

Learner's ESL Dictionary »

Visual Dictionary »

Browse the Dictionary

Browse the Thesaurus

Browse the Spanish-English Dictionary
Browse the Medical Dictionary

Browse the Concise Encyclopedia



