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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Cervera is the capital of the comarca of Segarra, in the province
of Lleida, Catalonia, Spain. The title Conde de Cervera is a
courtesy title, formerly part of the Crown of Aragon, that has
been revived for Felipe, Prince of Asturias.
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History

The town and its medieval origins

In the year 1026, three peasant families built the first settlement
in the comarca of Segarra, as in those days it was uninhabited.
Later on, the Barcelona counts committed ownership of those
lands to those people. By this, the counts wanted to establish
their power in the area, as the Segarra was at that time the border
between Christian and Muslim territories, thereby establihing the
first fortress (castrum Cervarie).

Once the Western border was established at Lleida at the year
1149, Cervera grew up into terraced houses on the other side of
the broder. The inhabitants were freed from the feudal lord's
abuses and with the royal privileges, the town gradually became
established first as a Confraria (1182), then Consolat (municipal
organ) (1202), and from 1267 up to the present, as a Paeria. In
1702, the town got the title of city from the king Philip V, for
which the townspeople thanked the king. The king bestowed this
title because in a small way during the war, and then more
strongly after the war, the local people had demonstrated support
for the king's politics. ‘

The university
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Coats of arms of Cervera

Location of Cervera

Charles IL, the last Spanish king from the house of Austria, died in 1700, and in his will he designated
Philip V as his heir. The new king, with the name of Philip V, was accepted in the kingdom of Castile,
as well as in Crown of Aragon. England, which was at the head of the opposite nations proposed Charles
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VI as the heir of the Spanish throne and in 1702 a European war
started (the War of the Spanish Succession). An appropriate
diplomatic intervention could make the Crown of Aragon finally
gave support to Charles VI. In Cervera, there were people in
favour of both sites.

Once the war was finished, Cervera, which had been destroyed,
decided to give support to the ones who were governing (the
borbons) and sent two ambassadors to the Courts with the
mission to persuade the ministers of Philip V of his absolute
support, with the goal to obtain some logical compensation and
in one of their 30 requests, they requested one university like the
one in the city of Lleida. Philip V, then, built a big university in
Cervera and closed the rest (the Nueva Planta decrees). The
creation of the university gave an economic impulse to the town,
basically (among other reasons) because students lodged in the
town.

Decay and prosperity

In 1842 the University was relocated to Barcelona, which
portended an important economic loss. However, when train
service arrived at the town in 1860 along with improvements to
some public services (such as the water supply) and as the
establishment of some industries and an important wine trade,
there was an improvement in the local economy. When the

G e

Page 2 of 2

NUEVA PLANTA
LT . A

g REAL AUDIENCIA

e L

PRINCIPADOD
CATALUNA,

EETAni oLty

POR U MAGESTAD,

(S ORI FORRNEY Ly

'@Wwwwww%mwaw&&

C..O“- PECULETO DE DIEA T LS
deluﬁemdmsiixnm—m,—&;w

Pey nmv‘hr@vmmn\umn%.*sgaénj-jpi{;.u

%&wﬁf;

. With the Nueva Planta decrees, all
- the universities were closed and

relocated into the university of

- Cervera.

PhyHoxera arrived, this caused a lot of people of the wine field to go bankrupt, due to a major crisis with
the Cervera wine trade, which recovered somewhat with the creation of the Sindicat Agricola (1919).

41°39'56.31"N 1°16'15.68"E
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Segarra

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Segarra is a comarca (county) in Catalonia, Segarra
Spain, situated on a high plain. Historically, the
name referred to a larger area than the current
comarca. It has a continental climate, with cold
winters and hot summers, and between 350 and
450 mm (15-18 inches) of rainfall per year. Itisa
grain-growing region, with some pine woods and a
few evergreen oaks.

— Comarca —

Municipalities

Biosca - pop. 235

Cervera - pop. 8,942

Estaras - pop. 181

Granyanella - pop. 139
Granyena de Segarra - pop. 138
Guissona - pop. 4,874

Ivorra - pop. 148 FA
Massoteres - pop. 205 o ‘ S

Coat of arms

Montoliu de Segarra - pop. 188
Montornés de Segarra - pop. 107
Les Oluges - pop. 178

Els Plans de Si6 - pop. 547

Ribera d'Ondara - pop. 465

Sanaiija - pop. 464

Sant Guim de Freixenet - pop. 1,063
Sant Guim de la Plana - pop. 198

Sant Ramon - pop. 561 Country = Spain
Talavera - pop. 282 Autonomous Z== Catalonia
Tarroja de Segarra - pop. 169 community

Tora - pop. 1,274 Province Lleida
Torrefeta 1 Florejacs - pop. 638 Capital Corvera

Municipalities List

References Biosca, Cervera, Estaras,
Granyanella, Granyena de
m Instituto Nacional de Estadistica Segarra, Guissona, Ivorra,
(hitp://www.ine.es/inebase/cgi/um?M=% Massoteres, Montoliu de
2Ft20%2Fe260%2Fa2005% Segarra, Montornés de Segarra,
2F&O=pcaxis&N=&L=0%202005) (in Les Oluges, Els Plans de Sio,
Spanish). Reference for populations of Ribera d'Ondara, Sanaiija, Sant
municipalities as of January 1, 2005. Guim de Freixenet, Sant Guim
m IDESCAT: statistical information about de la Plana, Sant Ramon,
Segarra Talavera, Tarroja de Segarra,
(http://www.idescat.net/territ/BasicTerr? - Tora, Torrefeta i Florejacs

Area
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- Total 721.2 Gaprd{Rng: JS44HAIN 1°19'557E
Population (2001)
- Total 18,497
- Density 25.6/km” (66.4/sq mi)
Demonym
Time zone CET (UTC+D)
- Summer (DST) CEST (UTC+2)
Postal code
Largest Cervera
municipality

TC=3&V0=2&PDF=FALSE&V 1=32&VOK=Confirmar) (in Catalan). Reference for surface area,

list of municipalities.

External links

m Official comarcal web site (http://www.ccsegarra.comy/) (in Catalan)
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